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Executive Summary 

 
This report provides a further update following the previous reports to committee on vape 
recycling and retailer compliance with the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) Regulations 2013. It details progress made in increasing take-back facilities, 
enforcement actions following the ban on single-use vapes, collaborative operations with 
the Office for Product Safety & Standards (OPSS) and Scottish Government, and recent 
consumer awareness campaigns. 
 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Environment & Climate Change Committee: 
 
(1) Acknowledge and endorses the continued actions of the Trading Standards team in 

respect of these matters.  
 

The Plan for North Lanarkshire 

Priority  Improve the health and wellbeing of our communities 

Ambition statement (17) Ensure we keep our environment clean, safe, and attractive 

Programme of Work Sustainable Futures 

mailto:RennieLy@northlan.gov.uk


1. Background 
 
1.1 On 30 October 2024, a report was submitted to the Environment & Climate Change 

Committee, in  response to composite motion No. 7 raised at full Council on 20 June 
2024, detailing an investigation into the potential for a vape recycling scheme, using 
Council facilities such as One Stop Shops, Libraries and Leisure Centres as drop off 
points. 

 
1.2 In response to that report the Committee: 

• Supported a consumer campaign to increase awareness of vape recycling, 
including improvements in the current signage and information available at civic 
amenity sites (HWRCs) to improve visibility and accessibility of vape recycling 
points;  

• Endorsed a targeted campaign to drive up retailer compliance and increase the 
availability of vape take-back facilities in retail premises legally bound to comply 
with WEEE Regulations. This was agreed to be undertaken in partnership between 
the Council Trading Standards team and OPSS; and  

• Agreed that an update reports be submitted to Committee. 
 
1.3 On 30 April 2025 an update report was submitted detailing the actions taken to that 

date, including our submission of regular reports to OPSS to refer details regarding 
retailers that we have identified that are not operating a take-back scheme following 
advice and guidance, in contravention of the WEEE Regulations. 

 

 
 
2. Report 
 
2.1 In January 2024, vape take-back for recycling became a legal responsibility of retailers 

in accordance with The Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) 
Regulations 2013. OPSS is the UK enforcement agency responsible for ensuring 
retailer compliance with the WEEE Regulations. 

 
2.2 Between 1 November 2024 and 31 October 2025, Trading Standards carried out 178 

compliance checks to assess whether Nicotine Vapour Product (NVP) retailers were 
providing the legally mandated take-back service. This represents checks at 
approximately 55% of the 322 registered vape sellers in North Lanarkshire. 

 

• 99 premises were confirmed as providing a take-back facility. 

• 79 premises were referred to OPSS for failing to comply. 
 
2.3 In September 2025, OPSS officers conducted targeted vape retailer enforcement visits 

across North Lanarkshire, in collaboration with our Trading Standards service and with 
Scottish Government policy representation. 

 
 
 

  
2.4 This operation strengthened multi-agency coordination and delivered tangible 

compliance improvements.  
 

Outcome Count 

Businesses visited 27 

Stage 1 letters issued 18 

Minor corrections advised 4 

Fully compliant businesses 5 

https://northlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=5A07dlvW2Sf5X%2boewF3pmfmztC2FD%2bt4NBmH9dccSw9PBB9XZREfyg%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://northlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=%2bp8S45EOFteh5j9tdVTR2qYAiCmSVYDa2Rv7RGjSDl9Omys%2bS08UXg%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d


2.5 In the October 2024 report, only 23% of retailers were compliant. Our target was to 
increase this figure by at least 10% annually. Current compliance stands at 55.6%, 
more than doubling the previous rate and representing a significant improvement. 
 

2.6 Most businesses were cooperative and engaged positively with officers. A few 
instances involved communication barriers or resistance to engagement. OPSS will 
schedule follow up inspections within 3 to 6 months to verify continued compliance. We 
continue to refer non-compliant premises to OPSS and work closely with them to 
support follow-up visits to ensure these businesses achieve compliance. 

 
2.7 It is worthy of note that one retailer, with multiple outlets in North Lanarkshire, set a 

national benchmark for vape recycling, demonstrating proactive environmental 
responsibility and public education, by going above and beyond legally stipulated 
requirements, with a large vape take-back bin and leaflets informing customers on safe 
vape charging, identified by OPSS as a welcome ‘first of its kind’ initiative. 

 
2.8 On 1 June 2025, the Environmental Protection (Single-use Vapes) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2024 came into force, prohibiting the supply of single-use vapes. 
 Our Trading Standards team are responsible for the regulatory enforcement of 

compliance with these measures.  The ban aims to reduce environmental harm, 
prevent fires caused by improper disposal, and support Scotland’s circular economy 
goals. Since implementation, our Trading Standards team has issued three £200 Fixed 
Penalty Notices to businesses found supplying single-use vapes and seized a total of 
1,552 single-use vapes. 

 
2.9 Despite the ban, discarded vapes continue to cause fires in waste vehicles and 

facilities. A recent report claimed there were 339 fires this year (up to December 2025), 
causing damage worth millions of pounds - Vapes still causing rubbish fires despite 
disposable ban, major waste firm says - BBC News. 

 
2.10 Our communications team continues to run a social media campaign to increase 

awareness of the need to properly dispose of products containing batteries, including 
vapes. The campaign highlights the fire risk in bin lorries caused by improperly 
disposed of vapes, reinforcing the message to recycle vapes responsibly at designated 
points such as retailer take-back facilities. The consumer awareness social media 
campaign will continue to run monthly. 

 

 
 
3. Measures of success 
 
3.1 Increased consumer awareness around vape recycling and increased business 

compliance with legislation enforced by both our Trading Standards team and OPSS. 
 
3.2 Improved availability of vape take-back facilities within retail premises across North 

Lanarkshire, as we continue to work with partners in OPSS to deliver 100% compliance 
with this legal requirement.     

 
4. Supporting documentation 
 
4.1 Appendix A Vape recycling graphics used in social media messaging.  
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2024/269/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2024/269/contents/made
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c62vk0p5dn5o.amp
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c62vk0p5dn5o.amp


 
 
Lyall Rennie 
Chief Officer (Community Operations) 

 
  



5. Impacts 
 

5.1 Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty 
 Does the report contain information that has an impact as a result of the Public Sector 

Equality Duty and/or Fairer Scotland Duty? 
 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact? 
 

 If Yes, has an assessment been carried out and published on the council’s website? 
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-community/equalities/equality-and-fairer-
scotland-duty-impact-assessments 

 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

5.2 Financial impact 
 Does the report contain any financial impacts? 
 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 If Yes, have all relevant financial impacts been discussed and agreed with Finance? 
 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

 If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact? 
 

5.3 HR policy impact 
 Does the report contain any HR policy or procedure impacts? 

 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 
If Yes, have all relevant HR impacts been discussed and agreed with People 
Resources? 

 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

 
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact? 
 

5.4 Legal impact 
 Does the report contain any legal impacts (such as general legal matters, statutory 

considerations (including employment law considerations), or new legislation)? 
 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 If Yes, have all relevant legal impacts been discussed and agreed with Legal and 
Democratic? 

 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

 If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact? 
 

5.5 Data protection impact 
 Does the report / project / practice contain or involve the processing of personal 

data?   
 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 If Yes, is the processing of this personal data likely to result in a high risk to the data 
subject? 

 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

 If Yes, has a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) been carried out and e-
mailed to dataprotection@northlan.gov.uk  

 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

5.6 Technology / Digital impact 

 
Does the report contain information that has an impact on either technology, digital 
transformation, service redesign / business change processes, data management, 
or connectivity / broadband / Wi-Fi? 

 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact? 
 

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-community/equalities/equality-and-fairer-scotland-duty-impact-assessments
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-community/equalities/equality-and-fairer-scotland-duty-impact-assessments
mailto:dataprotection@northlan.gov.uk


 
Where the impact identifies a requirement for significant technology change, has an 
assessment been carried out (or is scheduled to be carried out) by the Enterprise 
Architecture Governance Group (EAGG)?  

 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

5.7 Environmental / Carbon impact 
 Does the report / project / practice contain information that has an impact on any 

environmental or carbon matters? 
 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact? 
 

5.8 Communications impact 
 Does the report contain any information that has an impact on the council’s 

communications activities? 
 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact? 
 

5.9 Risk impact 
 Is there a risk impact? 

 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the key risks and potential impacts, 
highlighting where the risk(s) are assessed and recorded (e.g. Corporate or Service 
or Project Risk Registers), and how they are managed? 
 

5.10 Armed Forces Covenant Duty 

 
Does the report require to take due regard of the Armed Forces Covenant Duty (i.e. 
does it relate to healthcare, housing, or education services for in-Service or ex-
Service personnel, or their families, or widow(er)s)? 

 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the provision which has been made to 
ensure there has been appropriate consideration of the particular needs of the 
Armed Forces community to make sure that they do not face disadvantage 
compared to other citizens in the provision of public services. 
 

5.11 Children’s rights and wellbeing impact 

 
Does the report contain any information regarding any council activity, service 
delivery, policy, or plan that has an impact on children and young people up to the 
age of 18, or on a specific group of these? 

 Yes ☐ No ☒ 

 

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact and the provision that has been 
made to ensure there has been appropriate consideration of the relevant Articles 
from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 
 

 
If Yes, has a Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment (CRWIA) been 
carried out?  

 Yes ☐ No ☐ 

 
  



Appendix A Vape recycling graphics used in social media messaging. 
 

 
 
 

⚠️Binning your vape could spark a fire. 

 
If you put batteries or electricals like vapes in the wrong bin, they can get crushed in bin lorries 
and spark serious fires. 
 
Always recycle batteries and electricals separately from your household waste and recycling. 



 
Visit https://bit.ly/4oSdCfx to find out where you can drop them off safely or take them to one 
of our Household Waste Recycling Centres. 
#RecycleYourElectricals 
 
 
#NeverBinVapes  
Single use vapes contain precious materials, like lithium, in the battery. In the UK, we 
needlessly throw away enough vapes to power 5,000 electrical vehicles each year. Never bin 
them, recycle all your vapes separately at our Household Recycling Waste Centres or find the 
nearest recycling point at:  
https://ow.ly/bU1k50TLvwF 
 
 

https://bit.ly/4oSdCfx
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/NeverBinVapes
https://ow.ly/bU1k50TLvwF

