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Executive Summary

This report updates committee on two successful applications to the National Lottery
Heritage Fund. It provides details of the Nurturing Natural Connections project, which is a
partnership application led by Scottish Wildlife Trust to continue work on greenspaces
across Cumbernauld. The report also provides details of the offer of grant from the Nature
Towns and Cities programme, which is a UK wide initiative. The NL Nearer to Nature project
has been awarded revenue funding of £639,053 to develop a Greenspace Infrastructure
plan with local communities.

Recommendations
It is recommended that the Environment and Climate Change Committee:

(1) Acknowledge the considerable efforts of the Community Greenspace team in
continuing the successful partnership working to secure grant funding from National
Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) for the Cumbernauld Living Landscapes Project.

(2) Recognise the significant positive benefits that will be gained across multiple
Cumbernauld greenspace sites over the 5-year delivery programme.

(3) Approve the acceptance of £639,035 revenue funding from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund, Nature Towns & Cities programme to deliver the NL Nearer to
Nature programme which will invest in research and co-creation of a Greenspace
Infrastructure 10 year plan to prioritise and drive improvements to the quality of and
access to urban green spaces in North Lanarkshire.

(4) Acknowledge the upcoming recruitment of 2 FTE temporary posts to enable work
on the Nature Towns & Cities NL Nearer to Nature programme to begin as soon as
possible.
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1.1

1.2

Background

North Lanarkshire Council has worked as a partner in the Cumbernauld Living
Landscape Project, delivering improvements for people and wildlife across a number
of council owned sites in Cumbernauld since 2011. In 2018 the Partnership was
awarded £1.4m.

Since 2019 the Cumbernauld Living Landscape partnership (North Lanarkshire
Council, Scottish Wildlife Trust, the Conservation Volunteers and Sanctuary Scotland)
through the Creating Natural Connections project has delivered peatland restoration,
tree planting, wildflower meadow creation, installation of bird and bat boxes and
improvements to enable better access to our greenspace sites. The project has also
provided many opportunities for voluntary work encouraging the local community to be
involved in enhancing their local environment.

2.1

2.2

Report

The Creating Natural Connections project was an ambitious 4-year initiative, delivered
between 2019 and 2023, with the aim of connecting people to the nature on their
doorstep and engaging communities in improving the quality of their local greenspace
for people and wildlife. The final report is available: 202310 CNC Final-report-for-
funder FINAL.pdf

A report to this committee in cycle 4 2024 noted the Partnership’s intention to apply for
further funding to support a new project. The £2.7m award from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund to the Partnership shows confidence in the strength of the new Nurturing
Natural Connections project, which sets to build on the success of the original work.
This will bring investment to a number of council sites around Cumbernauld as well as
improving partners sites and connecting with local communities and volunteers.

Planned outcomes: Nurturing Natural Connections

2.3

Across the next 5 years our involvement in this partnership project will see:

e The delivery of phases 3 & 4 of the Long-Term Forest Plan at Palacerigg Country
Park, promoting native species and biodiversity and helping to create a safer and
more sustainably managed woodland.

¢ Woodland management in the woodland around Abronhill to create a more
ecologically diverse and resilient woodland habitat.

e 2,000 new trees planted to mitigate any negative impacts and enhance the
resilience of trees within greenspaces, as a result of the 1,000 diseased ash trees
removed as part of the Ash Dieback Action Plan in 2022 and 2023.

e Access improvements in Westfield & Cumbernauld Community Park and

e A project across multiple sites, restoring and improving the connectivity of the
grassland network through Cumbernauld to further our work to improve Nature
Networks across the Glasgow City Region in line with the GCR Green network
blueprint.

NL Nearer to Nature (NHLF Nature Towns & Cities)

24

In October 2024 a new partnership initiative was established, with the National Lottery
Heritage Fund, the National Trust and Natural England working together to enable
greenspaces and nature to be at the heart of plans and priorities for Councils and
communities.


https://cumbernauldlivinglandscape.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/202310_CNC_Final-report-for-funder_FINAL.pdf
https://cumbernauldlivinglandscape.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/202310_CNC_Final-report-for-funder_FINAL.pdf
https://northlanarkshire.cmis.uk.com/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=UbrAqJR7ndsaLHPYt8KIrqLHGD31ZSYvXlIP9MZxwG1sr7AVeASekg%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d

2.5

North Lanarkshire Council submitted an Expression of Interest to the fund in November
2024, which we were advised had been successful in January this year. A full
application was submitted requesting grant funding of £639,035 for a 30-month project.

Planned Outcomes

2.6

2.7

2.8

We are delighted to report that North Lanarkshire Council is one of only 2 Scottish
projects to be awarded funding. The secured funding of £639,035 will enable us to co-
create with our communities a 10-year Greenspace Infrastructure Plan to deliver
improvements to the quality of and access to urban greenspace in our most deprived
areas.

One of the outcomes of the project will be to identify and demonstrate the economic
value of our greenspaces, considering health and social benefits. This knowledge will
allow the exploration of funding and management models to enable us to sustainably
maintain, expand and improve green and blue spaces in the long-term.

The funding will also help to establish a programme of Greenspace Ambassadors to
develop a volunteering resource, with a bespoke training programme to improve
community capacity and connections with local greenspaces.

3.1

3.2

3.3

Measures of success

An increased positive public perception of the green and open spaces in North
Lanarkshire.

Opportunities for sustainable funding models to enhance and maintain greenspaces
are explored.

A long term Greenspace Infrastructure Action Plan is co-created with local
communities.

N/A

Supporting documentation

-
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Lyall Rennie
Chief Officer (Community Operations)




5.

Impacts

5.1 Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty
Does the report contain information that has an impact as a result of the Public Sector
Equality Duty and/or Fairer Scotland Duty?
Yes O No
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?
If Yes, has an assessment been carried out and published on the council’s website?
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-community/equalities/equality-and-fairer-
scotland-duty-impact-assessments
Yes O No O

5.2 Financial impact
Does the report contain any financial impacts?
Yes No O
If Yes, have all relevant financial impacts been discussed and agreed with Finance?
Yes No O
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?
Spending on projects will be via a spend and recoup method through identified
individual project cost centres.

5.3 HR policy impact
Does the report contain any HR policy or procedure impacts?
Yes No O
If Yes, have all relevant HR impacts been discussed and agreed with People
Resources?
Yes No O
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?
Creation of 2 temporary FTE posts for the Nature Towns & Cities project, which have
had the relevant approvals at workforce change steering group.

54 Legal impact
Does the report contain any legal impacts (such as general legal matters, statutory
considerations (including employment law considerations), or new legislation)?
Yes O No
If Yes, have all relevant legal impacts been discussed and agreed with Legal and
Democratic?
Yes O No O
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?

5.5 Data protection impact
Does the report / project / practice contain or involve the processing of personal
data?
Yes No O
If Yes, is the processing of this personal data likely to result in a high risk to the data
subject?
Yes O No
If Yes, has a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) been carried out and e-
mailed to dataprotection@northlan.gov.uk
Yes O No

5.6 Technology / Digital impact



https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-community/equalities/equality-and-fairer-scotland-duty-impact-assessments
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-community/equalities/equality-and-fairer-scotland-duty-impact-assessments
mailto:dataprotection@northlan.gov.uk

Does the report contain information that has an impact on either technology, digital
transformation, service redesign / business change processes, data management,
or connectivity / broadband / Wi-Fi?

Yes O No

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?

Where the impact identifies a requirement for significant technology change, has an
assessment been carried out (or is scheduled to be carried out) by the Enterprise
Architecture Governance Group (EAGG)?

Yes O No O

5.7

Environmental / Carbon impact

Does the report / project / practice contain information that has an impact on any
environmental or carbon matters?

Yes No (]

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?

Projects will have a positive impact on carbon storage (tree planting and reduced
mowing regimes), also projects will contribute to the delivery of actions in the
Council’s Biodiversity Action Plan.

Co-creation with communities in North Lanarkshire to design improvements to the
quality of greenspace will in turn improve the environment and we will seek to plan
enhancements that have adaption at their forefront.

5.8

Communications impact

Does the report contain any information that has an impact on the council’s
communications activities?

Yes O No

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?

5.9

Risk impact

Is there a risk impact?

Yes O No

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the key risks and potential impacts,
highlighting where the risk(s) are assessed and recorded (e.g. Corporate or Service
or Project Risk Registers), and how they are managed?

5.10

Armed Forces Covenant Duty

Does the report require to take due regard of the Armed Forces Covenant Duty (i.e.
does it relate to healthcare, housing, or education services for in-Service or ex-
Service personnel, or their families, or widow(er)s)?

Yes O No

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the provision which has been made to
ensure there has been appropriate consideration of the particular needs of the
Armed Forces community to make sure that they do not face disadvantage
compared to other citizens in the provision of public services.

5.11

Children’s rights and wellbeing impact

Does the report contain any information regarding any council activity, service
delivery, policy, or plan that has an impact on children and young people up to the
age of 18, or on a specific group of these?

Yes No O

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact and the provision that has been
made to ensure there has been appropriate consideration of the relevant Articles
from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

Right to be heard — We will engage with our young people as part of these projects.




If Yes, has a Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment (CRWIA) been
carried out?
Yes O No




