
Notice of Question Procedure – Standing Order 51 
Council Meeting - Thursday, 2 October 2025 at 4 pm 

 
The undernoted questions have been submitted in terms of Standing Order 51. 
  
 Question by Councillor Robinson 
 
(1) What are the eligibility criteria for council tenants to qualify for North Lanarkshire Council’s 

downsizing scheme? Additionally, when will these criteria be made publicly available on the 
Council’s website to ensure transparency and accessibility for all tenants? 

 
Furthermore, can you confirm whether tenants who apply for mutual exchanges as a means 
of downsizing are routinely advised of the downsizing scheme if they meet the qualifying 
criteria? 

 
Answer by Councillor McPake 
 
The eligibility criteria is undernoted, and a link to the information available on the Council 
website is attached below: -  
 
Incentive to Downsize Scheme | North Lanarkshire Council  
  
Eligibility criteria  
  
Only tenants meeting all the criteria below will qualify for the Incentive to Downsize payment:  
  
• Council Tenants with a Scottish Secure Tenancy who are downsizing and moving to either 

another NLC tenancy or an RSL property within North Lanarkshire. This will include any 
tenant moving via their CHR application to one of our CHR partner landlords and to those 
tenants for whom we have referred as a Nomination to the RSL. 

• Tenants surrendering properties with three or more bedrooms.  
• Tenants downsizing to a one or two bedroom property.  
• Properties being surrendered under the scheme should be those for which there is demand 

we are currently unable to meet in accordance with the demand/pressure analysis. 
• All conditions of tenancy must be met prior to any offer/payment.  
  
Property types to be included:  
 
• Detached (including bungalow type)  
• Semi-detached (including bungalow type)  
• End terrace (including bungalow type)  
• Mid terrace (including bungalow type)  
• Lower 4 in a block  
• Upper 4 in a block  
 
Our procedure for mutual exchanges refers to the Incentive to Downsize Scheme, with staff 
directed to inform all applicants whose property meets the Incentive to Downsize criteria and 
assist them with application when the mutual exchange is approved. The mutual exchange 
must be between two NLC tenants or NLC Tenant and RSL tenant within North Lanarkshire. 
This is to ensure that the larger family sized homes surrendered will meet the housing needs 
of families living in overcrowded situations within North Lanarkshire. This includes both CHR 
Partners and non CHR Partner landlords, however only the NLC Tenant who is downsizing 
will qualify for the incentive payment.  
 

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/housing/find-home/incentive-downsize-scheme

