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Executive Summary

As part of the work of the Planning Service it has become apparent that there are
circumstances where it may benefit the Council to alter its scheme of delegation in order
to deliver the Council’s Plan for North Lanarkshire and associated Programme of Work.
This alteration would allow the Council’'s Planning Service to deal with follow on
applications for local developments where there is an existing consent and the applicant is
looking to make alterations or revisions to that development, discharge conditions or renew
the scheme. At present the current scheme of delegation requires that all follow on
applications for local developments that are contrary to the development plan require to be
reported back to Planning Committee. Allowing these applications to be delegated would
help improve and streamline the statutory consent process, improving performance as well
as supporting inward investment to North Lanarkshire.

Recommendations
It is recommended:

1. that the update to section 49.5 of the Scheme of Delegation to Officers as set out
in Appendix 1 to this report, be approved; and

2. that subject to the approval of the Council the updated scheme be sent to the
Scottish Government for ratification.

The Plan for North Lanarkshire

Priority Improve economic opportunities and outcomes

(4) Market and promote North Lanarkshire as the place to live,

Ambition statement . .
learn, work, invest, and visit

Programme of Work  Invest in North Lanarkshire

-—

Background

1.1 The existing scheme of delegation was last updated and approved in March 2025.
Within the existing scheme there is a requirement to report back to committee on any
follow on applications that may arise following the granting of planning permission or



1.2

1.3

1.4

planning permission in principle for local developments that have been approved
contrary to the development plan (regardless of whether the permission was granted
by the Planning Committee, the Local Review Body or by Scottish Government).

The impact of this is that our current scheme requires that, even where there is an
existing or extant permission for a local development approved contrary to the
development plan, these follow on applications to that development still require to be
reported to committee such as Matters Specified in Conditions Applications (MSC),
Renewals of Permission and Variation of permissions under S42 of the Act.

Whilst it makes sense in relation to the consideration of such a development the first
time around, i.e. that the committee consider and determine if the development is an
acceptable departure to the development plan, it would be more efficient if follow on
applications could be dealt with under delegated authority. It is considered that the
suggested change to the current scheme of delegation will speed up decision making,
provide more certainty for developers and those seeking to invest in North Lanarkshire.

If this change is approved, it should be noted that an important safeguard and exception
would still continue to trigger committee reporting. Namely that any application which
raises significant objections would require to be reported i.e. when six or more
objections are lodged which raise material planning issues (multiple objections from
one person or one household will count as one objection), then the application would
continue to require to be reported to committee.

2.1

2.2

2.3

Report

Currently section 49.5 of the existing scheme of delegation which deals with local
developments says that:

To determine any application for planning permission or any application for consent,
agreement or approval required by condition imposed on a grant of planning
permission, within the category of local developments as defined in the Town and
Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009, subject
to the exceptions as listed below:

(a) Any application made by a member of staff of the Place Service an Elected Member
or a Chief Officer of the Council

(b) Any application which, if approved, would require to be notified to the Scottish
Ministers

(c) Any application which raises significant objections (six or more all of which raise
material planning issues) (multiple objections from one person or one household will
count as one objection)

(d) Any application which, if approved, would be contrary to the Development Plan

It is considered that part (d) above should be altered to read as follows:

(d) Any application which, if approved, would be contrary to the Development Plan
unless there is an extant permission for the application site that has been granted
either by committee, the Local Review Body or the Scottish Government and the
application is for the same or similar development.

With this change it will mean that the planning service will more quickly be able to deal
with follow on applications that may arise as delegated matters without having to refer
back to committee.
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2.5

2.6

By way of example the agenda for this committee has an application that illustrates the
point. Application 25/00819/AMD for the Erection of two dwellinghouses: Amendment
to permission 24/00709/FUL Land at Hawthorn Avenue, Crindledyke, Newmains. This
application is seeking some relatively minor changes (repositioning of one of the
houses to reduce infill required to level the plot) to an existing planning permission that
was granted by Planning Committee. There have been no objections to the application,
but this requires to be reported committee because, notwithstanding the existing valid
planning permission, in development plan terms, the site remains in the green belt i.e.
this development is contrary to the plan.

With approval of the changes being sought the council will be better positioned to deal
with further applications in relation to sites that have a current or extant planning
permission.

If approved this alteration will require to be presented to Full Council for confirmation
and then to the Scottish Government for ratification.

3.1

Measures of success

The Planning Service and the Council will be able to more efficiently and effectively
deal with planning applications to support the delivery of the Council’s ambition for
North Lanarkshire
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Supporting documentation

Appendix 1 — Amendment to Section 49.5 of the Scheme of Delegation to Officers

o

Pamela Humphries
Chief Officer (Place)




5.

Impacts

51 Public Sector Equality Duty and Fairer Scotland Duty
Does the report contain information that has an impact as a result of the Public
Sector Equality Duty and/or Fairer Scotland Duty?
Yes U No
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?
If Yes, has an assessment been carried out and published on the council’s
website? https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-community/equalities/equality-
and-fairer-scotland-duty-impact-assessments
Yes O No

5.2 Financial impact
Does the report contain any financial impacts?
Yes O No
If Yes, have all relevant financial impacts been discussed and agreed with
Finance?
Yes O No |
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?

5.3 HR policy impact
Does the report contain any HR policy or procedure impacts?
Yes O No
If Yes, have all relevant HR impacts been discussed and agreed with People
Resources?
Yes O No |
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?

5.4 Legal impact
Does the report contain any legal impacts (such as general legal matters, statutory
considerations (including employment law considerations), or new legislation)?
Yes O No
If Yes, have all relevant legal impacts been discussed and agreed with Legal and
Democratic?
Yes O No (|
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?

5.5 Data protection impact
Does the report / project / practice contain or involve the processing of personal
data?
Yes O No
If Yes, is the processing of this personal data likely to result in a high risk to the
data subject?
Yes O No |
If Yes, has a Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) been carried out and e-
mailed to dataprotection@northlan.gov.uk
Yes O No O

5.6 Technology / Digital impact

Does the report contain information that has an impact on either technology, digital
transformation, service redesign / business change processes, data management,
or connectivity / broadband / Wi-Fi?

Yes O No

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?



https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-community/equalities/equality-and-fairer-scotland-duty-impact-assessments
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Where the impact identifies a requirement for significant technology change, has
an assessment been carried out (or is scheduled to be carried out) by the
Enterprise Architecture Governance Group (EAGG)?

Yes O No

5.7 Environmental / Carbon impact
Does the report / project / practice contain information that has an impact on any
environmental or carbon matters?
Yes | No
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?
5.8 Communications impact
Does the report contain any information that has an impact on the council’s
communications activities?
Yes No U
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact?
An approved updated Scheme would require to be placed on the Council website.
5.9 Risk impact
Is there a risk impact?
Yes No U
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the key risks and potential impacts,
highlighting where the risk(s) are assessed and recorded (e.g. Corporate or
Service or Project Risk Registers), and how they are managed?
If the suggested change is not approved then this could impact on Planning’s
performance and put inward investment to North Lanarkshire at risk.
5.10 Armed Forces Covenant Duty
Does the report require to take due regard of the Armed Forces Covenant Duty (i.e.
does it relate to healthcare, housing, or education services for in-Service or ex-
Service personnel, or their families, or widow(er)s)?
Yes O No
If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the provision which has been made to
ensure there has been appropriate consideration of the particular needs of the
Armed Forces community to make sure that they do not face disadvantage
compared to other citizens in the provision of public services.
5.11 Children’s rights and wellbeing impact

Does the report contain any information regarding any council activity, service
delivery, policy, or plan that has an impact on children and young people up to the
age of 18, or on a specific group of these?

Yes O No

If Yes, please provide a brief summary of the impact and the provision that has
been made to ensure there has been appropriate consideration of the relevant
Articles from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).

If Yes, has a Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessment (CRWIA) been
carried out?

Yes O No O




Appendix 1

Scheme of Delegation to Officers: Section 49.5

No.

Delegation

Officers with Delegated Authority

49.5

To determine any application for planning permission or any application for consent,
agreement or approval required by condition imposed on a grant of planning permission, within
the category of local developments as defined in the Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of
Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009, subject to the exceptions as listed below:

(a) Any application made by a member of staff of the Place Service an Elected Member or a
Chief Officer of the Council

(b) Any application which, if approved, would require to be notified to the Scottish Ministers

(c) Any application which raises significant objections (six or more all of which raise material
planning issues) (multiple objections from one person or one household will count as one
objection)

(d) Any application which, if approved, would be contrary to the Development Plan.

Chief Officer (Place)
Planning and Place Manager
Planning Managers

Senior Planning Officers

Update to Section 49.5

No.

Delegation

Officers with Delegated Authority

49.5

To determine any application for planning permission or any application for consent,
agreement or approval required by condition imposed on a grant of planning permission, within
the category of local developments as defined in the Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of
Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009, subject to the exceptions as listed below:

(a) Any application made by a member of staff of the Place Service an Elected Member or a
Chief Officer of the Council

(b) Any application which, if approved, would require to be notified to the Scottish Ministers

(c) Any application which raises significant objections (six or more all of which raise material
planning issues) (multiple objections from one person or one household will count as one
objection)

(d) Any application which, if approved, would be contrary to the Development Plan, unless
there is an extant permission for the application site that has been granted either by
committee, the Local Review Body or the Scottish Government and the application is for the
same or similar development.

Chief Officer (Place)
Planning and Place Manager
Planning Managers

Senior Planning Officers




